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Further studies on lichens from Venezuela
with new and interesting records

Gerhard Neuwirth

Abstract: Neuwirth, G. 2008. Further studies on lichens from Venezuela with new and interesting records. – 
Herzogia 21: 147–156.
Descriptions and images of 60 corticolous, terricolous and saxicolous lichen species collected on nine localities in dif-
ferent elevations spread over the whole area of Venezuela between the Carribean coast, montane regions in the Andes 
and rainforest regions in the South are presented. 24 lichen species are new to Venezuela.

Zusammenfassung: Neuwirth, G. 2008. Weitere Studien über Flechtenarten aus Venezuela mit neuen und interes-
santen Funden. – Herzogia 21: 147–156.
Beschreibungen und Fotos von 60 rinden-, boden- und gesteinsbewohnenden Flechtenarten, gesammelt an neun ver-
schiedenen Orten in unterschiedlichen Höhenlagen verteilt über das gesamte Gebiet von Venezuela zwischen der 
Karibischen Küste, den montanen Regionen der Anden und den Regenwaldgebieten im Süden, werden vorgestellt. 24 
Arten sind neu für Venezuela.
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Introduction
In addition to the paper on foliicolous lichen species based on the results of five field trips in 
Venezuela in 2005 (Neuwirth 2007), twenty four further species are reported from Venezuela 
for the first time. The current publication describes corticolous, terricolous and saxicolous 
species in nine different areas and elevations from sea level up to 4300 m, collected within the 
same Venezuelan tour. 
The variety of landscapes in this South American region is reflected in many specimens treated 
in this paper. In contrast to foliicolous lichens mostly found in rainforests, the following lichen 
species are distributed from dry coastal areas up to the montane regions in the Andes.
Many studies on lichens from South American regions are cited in literature (Müller 1880, 
Sato 1968, Hertel 1971, 1974, Ramírez Reyes & Skorepa 1974, Hale 1975, 1976, López-
Figueiras 1977, 1979, 1981a, 1981b, 1982, 1983, 1985, 1986, López-Figueiras & Morales 
Mendez 1989, Kalb 1982, Kalb & Vězda 1988, Aptroot 1991, Marcano et al. 1996, 
Vareschi 1973, 2001, Komposch & Hafellner 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, Komposch et al. 
2002, Sipman 1992, 1994, Neuwirth 2007), but in general lichen species seem to be col-
lected poorly in Venezuela, the most recent checklist (Feuerer 2008) presents 1319 taxa. 
Several selected lichen species are cited from adjacent countries or from regions of Central 
America to render the possibilty of comparison to the distribution in the neotropics. It is im-
possible to present a complete list of records in South America within this paper, because the 
extreme ecological differences between the Caribbean coast up to the Andes demonstrate an 
enormous biodiversity in the lichen flora of this country.




