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The lichen genus Porpidia in Poland I.
P. cinereoatra and P. crustulata

Agnieszka Jabłońska

Abstract: Jabłońska, A. 2007. The lichen genus Porpidia in Poland I. P. cinereoatra and P. crustulata. – Herzogia 
21: 41–49.
The taxonomy, chemistry, habitat requirements, distribution and morphological variation of Porpidia cinereoatra and 
P. crustulata in Poland are presented. A total of 207 specimens of P. crustulata and 39 of P. cinereoatra have been 
examined. Descriptions are based on Polish material. Although the two species belong to different subgroups of the P. 
macrocarpa group, there have been considerable problems in the determination of these taxa in Poland in the past. The 
chemical variation has been confirmed, but morphological variation is greater than previously reported. Moreover, P. 
cinereoatra appears to be not so frequent as previously noted. 

Zusammenfassung: Jabłońska, A. 2007. Die Flechtengattung Porpidia in Polen I. P. cinereoatra und P. crustulata. 
– Herzogia 21: 41–49.
Taxonomie, sekundäre Stoffwechselprodukte, Standortsansprüche, Verbreitung und morphologische Variabilität von 
Porpidia cinereoatra und P. crustulata in Polen werden behandelt. 207 Proben von P. crustulata und 39 von P. ci-
nereoatra sind untersucht worden. Die Beschreibungen beruhen auf Material aus Polen. In der Vergangenheit hat es 
in Polen erhebliche Schwierigkeiten bei der Bestimmung dieser beiden Arten gegeben, obwohl sie in verschiedene 
Untergruppen der P. macrocarpa-Gruppe gehören. Die Unterschiede hinsichtlich ihrer Flechtenstoffe werden bestä-
tigt, aber die Variabilität der morphologischen Merkmale ist größer als bisher bekannt. Ferner ist P. cinereoatra nicht 
so häufig wie vorher angegeben.
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Introduction 
The genus Porpidia Körb. (Lecanorales, Ascomycota), a segregate from one of the largest 
lichen genera, Lecidea Ach. s.lat., includes obligate saxicolous, crustose taxa, most of which 
occur mainly on siliceous to slightly calcareous rocks, and very rarely on bark, lignum and 
consolidated soil (Inoue 1983a, b, c, Fryday 2005). Members of Porpidia are inhabitants 
of exposed to shaded, but always humid, localities in temperate to arctic zones (Buschbom 
& Mueller 2004). Despite the fact that Porpidia is one of the most studied segregates of 
Lecidea s.lat. (e.g. Hertel 1975, Inoue 1983a, 1983b, 1983c, Gowan 1989a, 1989b, Hertel 
1984, Makarova 1998, Buschbom & Mueller 2004, Fryday 2005), it is still poorly under-
stood due to the difficulty in recognizing the characters at the species level (Fryday 2005). 
Porpidia species are characterized by their crustose, thick to inconspicuous, tartareous, con-
tinuous to areolate-cracked, grey, white or occasionally orange thalli. Apothecia are rather 
large, sometimes 4 mm in diameter with pruinose or epruinose dark brown to black discs. 




