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Contribution to Umbilicariaceae
(lichenized Ascomycota) studies in Russia 

I. Mainly arctic species

Evgeny A. Davydov & Mikhail P. Zhurbenko

Abstract: Davydov, E. A. & Zhurbenko, M. P. 2008. Contribution to Umbilicariaceae (lichenized Ascomycota) 
studies in Russia. I. Mainly arctic species. – Herzogia 21: 157–166.
Two species of Lasallia and 18 of Umbilicaria are reported from the Arctic, North-East Sakha-Yakutia Republic and 
Magadan Region of Russia. Of these, Umbilicaria cinereorufescens and U. nylanderiana are new for the Russian 
Arctic, U. aprina is new for Sakha-Yakutia and Krasnoyarsk Territory, U. hirsuta is new for Sakha-Yakutia and U. 
virginis is new for Taimyr Peninsula. Previous reports of Lasallia caroliniana, L. pustulata, L. rossica, Umbilicaria 
crustulosa, U. hirsuta, U. muehlenbergii and U. polyphylla are considered doubtful for the Russian Arctic. 

Zusammenfassung: Davydov, E. A. & Zhurbenko, M. P. 2008. Beitrag zu den Umbilicariaceae (lichenisierte 
Ascomycota) Untersuchungen in Russland. I. Hauptsächlich arktische Arten. – Herzogia 21: 157–166.
Zwei Lasallia- und 18 Umbilicaria-Arten werden aus dem arktischen Russland, der Republik Nord-Ost Sacha-
Jakutien und der Magadan Region gemeldet. Umbilicaria cinereorufescens und U. nylanderiana sind Neufunde für 
die russische Arktis. U. aprina ist neu für die Republiken Sacha-Jakutien und das Krasnoyarsk Gebiet, U. hirsuta 
ist ein Neufund für die Republik Sacha-Jakutien, U. virginis ist neu für die Taimyr-Halbinsel. Das Vorkommen von 
Lasallia caroliniana, L. pustulata, L. rossica, Umbilicaria crustulosa, U. hirsuta, U. muehlenbergii and U. polyphylla 
wird in der russischen Arktis als zweifelhaft eingeschätzt.
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Introduction
The Umbilicariaceae Chevall. (Umbilicariales J.C.Wei & Q.M.Zhou) is a distinctive and 
phylogenetically isolated family of lichenized Ascomycetes, comprising about one hundred 
predominantly saxicolous species from two genera, Lasallia Mérat and Umbilicaria Hoffm. 
These are found mainly at high altitudes and latitudes worldwide. Although members of the 
Umbilicariaceae are rarely overlooked in the field, being conspicuous and often abundant 
macrolichens, their identification is sometimes quite difficult. The taxonomy of the family 
is based mainly on the studies by Frey (1933, 1936, 1949), Llano (1950) and Wei & Jiang 
(1993). The most significant treatments of Umbilicariaceae for the territory of the former 
Soviet Union were undertaken by Elenkin & Savicz (1910), Savicz (1914, 1922, 1950), 
Rassadina (1929), Oxner (1968), Dombrovskaya (1970, 1978) and Golubkova & Savicz 
(1978). Records of Umbilicariaceae, including data on 37 species published for the former 
Soviet Union, were summarized in the Handbook of the lichens of the USSR (Golubkova & 
Savicz 1978) and several regional checklists of lichens, for example for the Russian Arctic 
(Andreev et al. 1996: 21 spp., Kristinsson et al. 2006: 20 spp.), for the north of Central 




