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Foliicolous lichens from Venezuela
with new and remarkable records 

Gerhard Neuwirth

Abstract: Neuwirth, G. 2007. Foliicolous lichens from Venezuela with new and remarkable records. – Herzogia 20: 
319–326.
The foliicolous lichens of lowland and montane rainforests were investigated on five different localities in Venezuela. 
A compilation of 117 taxa is presented. 61 taxa are new to Venezuela.

Zusammenfassung: Neuwirth, G. 2007. Foliikole Flechten aus Venezuela mit neuen und bemerkenswerten 
Nachweisen. – Herzogia 20: 319–326.
Die foliikolen Flechten von Tieflands- und Gebirgsregenwäldern wurden an fünf Lokalitäten in Venezuela untersucht. 
Eine Zusammenstellung der 117 gefundenen Taxa wird vorgelegt. 61 Taxa sind neu für Venezuela. 
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Introduction
The current checklist of lichens and lichenicolous fungi in Venezuela contains 1232 taxa 
(Feuerer 2006). Publications on the lichen flora mainly relate to corticolous and terricolous 
species (Hertel 1971; Ramírez Reyes  & Skorepa 1974; Marcano et al. 1996; Komposch 
& Hafellner 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003; Komposch et al. 2002; López-Figueiras 1977, 1979, 
1981a, 1981b, 1982, 1983, 1985; López-Figueiras & Morales Mendez 1989; Vareschi 
1973, 2001), but only some papers include foliicolous lichens in this South American region 
(Santesson 1952; Sipman 1992, 1993, 1997). This fact explains the high number of 61 spe-
cies, which are first records for Venezuela. All listed taxa are well known and have been men-
tioned in former studies of adjacent regions in Central America (Costa Rica, Panama) and 
Southern America (Brazil, Colombia, French Guiana). The aim of the presented study is an 
addition and contribution to the foliicolous representatives of the neotropical lichen flora of 
Venezuela.

Material and methods  
All collected samples were studied with the standard optical equipment. Most samples are 
indicated by the symbol Gn and a number of the authors private herbarium (unless otherwise 
stated leg. et det. G. Neuwirth), some with Br (herb. Breuß) and localities indicated by the 
abbreviations 1 to 5, are ordered geographically from north (1, 2) to south (3, 4, 5). Lichen 
species indicated by an asterisk are new records to Venezuela.


