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Lichenized, lichenicolous and allied fungi of Žemaitija 
National Park (Lithuania)
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Abstract: Motiejūnaitė, J. 2007. Lichenized, lichenicolous and allied fungi of Žemaitija National Park (Lithuania). 
– Herzogia 20: 179–188.
An inventory of 273 lichens and allied fungi  (including 19 lichenicolous and 6 non-lichenized saprobic calicioid 
fungi) of Žemaitija National Park (Lithuania) is presented. Geography, climate, vegetation and anthropogenic activi-
ties in the Park are described briefly. Nine species are reported for the first time in Lithuania: Chaenotheca brunne-
ola, C. gracillima, Cliostomum corrugatum, Lecanora circumborealis, Microcalicium ahlneri, Pycnora praestabilis, 
Thelocarpon impressellum, Trapelia corticola and Tremella lichenicola. Cresporhaphis pinicola is reported for the 
first time outside Southern and Central Europe.

Zusammenfassung: Motiejūnaitė, J. 2007. Lichenisierte, lichenicole und andere Pilze des Žemaitija Nationalparks 
(Litauen). – Herzogia 20: 179–188.
273 Flechten und andere Pilze (einschließlich 19 lichenicoler und 6 nicht lichenisierter saprophytischer, calicioider 
Pilze) werden aus dem Žemaitija Nationalpark in Litauen gemeldet. Die Geographie, das Klima, die Vegetation und 
die anthropogenen Aktivitäten werden kurz beschrieben. Neun Arten werden erstmals für Litauen nachgewiesen: 
Chaenotheca brunneola, C. gracillima, Cliostomum corrugatum, Lecanora circumborealis, Microcalicium ahlneri, 
Pycnora praestabilis, Thelocarpon impressellum, Trapelia corticola und Tremella lichenicola. Cresporhaphis pinico-
la wird erstmals außerhalb von Süd- und Mitteleuropa gefunden.
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Introduction
Žemaitija National Park (ŽNP) is one of five National Parks in Lithuania, occupying an area 
of 21720 ha. It is situated in the north-western part of the country (Fig. 1) between 55o57'–
56o09'N and 21o45'–22o01'E. It was established in 1991 to protect the natural areas surrounding 
the Plateliai lake and wetland system, as well as the cultural heritage of traditional farmland 
(Kirstukas 2004).

The climate is predominantly influenced by Atlantic cyclones that bring moisture and mini-
mise temperature extremes. The western part of Lithuania, where ŽNP is located, is character-
ized by a stronger oceanic influence than the eastern part of the country. The average annual 
temperatures are 16.5 oC (July) and –5.0 oC (January). The growing season lasts on average 
170–200 days per year. ŽNP (just as the whole territory of Lithuania) is situated in a zone 
of excessive precipitation; that is, where precipitation exceeds transpiration. Average annual 
precipitation in ŽNP is 850 mm. Permanent snow cover lasts c. 95 days, and regular and pro-
longed snow thaws are characteristic for winter (Bukantis 1994).


